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Easton Armory '
40 South Harrison Street
Easton
Public

Sir Walter Scott would have approved of the Easton Armory, a crenelated brick
and stone structure inspired by medieval fortifications. The main block is laid in
Flemish bond with dark headers; the remaining brickwork is finished in common bond.
The monumentally treated main entrance is topped by a semental arch and flanked by
towers projecting from the plane of the facade. From the rear of the main block
extends a 12-bay gymnasium; it has six buttresses on each long elevation and is
topped by a corbeled cornice with brick dentils. The building served as an armory until

it was écquired by the Department of Natural Resources in 1976 as the eastern

regional headquarters for the Natural Resources police.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X-UNALTERED 3ZORIGINAL SITE
-xGO0D -—RUINS _ALTERED _—_MOVED DATE.
-—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Armory in Easton, located at the corner of South Harrison and

South Streets diagonally opposite Christ Episcopal Church, is a brick
structure trimmed in stone and emulating a mediaeval fortification.

It is two stories in height and rests on a full basement. The entrance
facade and the main block are executed in Flemish bond with glazed
headers. The remaining brickwork is common bond (six courses of all-
stretchers between single courses of all-headers).

The symmetrical South Harrison Street, main entrance facade is seven
bays wide and consists of the following elements, reading from northwest
corner to southwest corner: a slightly projecting strip buttress; a
two-bay section, flush with the wall plane, of 4/5 casement windows;

a substantially projecting tower where strip buttresses flank 2/6
casement windows; a segmentally arched central doorway; a repeat of the
tower; a repeat of the two 4/5 casement windows; and finally an
identical strip buttress.

The strip buttresses contain two setbacks at levels corresponding to .
the molded watertable and the dentilled cornice and two stone caps at
the top of the parapet and corresponding to the level of the sills of
the second story windows. The section of wall broken by the two windov
at first, second and basement story levels is also characterized by h
three crenelles executed in brick with stone coping. The 4/5 casement
windows feature flat arch lintels, composed of bricks, laid vertically
side by side, and heavy projecting stone sills. On the first story
windows, the lintels form part of the watertable with indentations be-
low each corresponding to the width of the window. At basement level
are two windows, also casement but 3/3 sash.

The tower section consists of still narrower casement windows, 2/5 on
the first and second story levels, which are topped by flat arch brick
lintels and flanked by deeper strip buttresses. The setbacks on these
buttresses are at the level of the heavy projecting stone lintel of

the second story window and at a height midway between the belt course
which the towers interrupt and the crenelles of the adjacent two bay
wide section. The watertable runs continuously across the tower
accommodating the lintel of the first story 2/5 casement window in the
same fashion as the adjacent two bay side section. A stone panel,
lozenge-shaped, exists in the central section of the tower in the

area between the upper stone capped setbacks and the two crenelles which
crown the composition. Just below the base of the crenelles the wall
widens with the raked stone edges of a strip of stone which separates
the crenelles from the strip buttresses and central panel of the tower.
These two crenelles are also executed in brick with stone coping on their
lower portions only. Between the two crenelles right below this lower
coping is centered a small square, decorative stone panel. At basement
level is a 3/3 casement window with flat arched brick 1lintel to match
the other foundation level windows described above.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The middle bay of the facade is characterized by a large,
commodious, segmentally arched doorway executed in brick

with stone keystone. Beneath this arch the double doors them-
selves are recessed 2-3'. A flight of nine concrete steps
approaches the entrance which occurs on first story level. A
segmental stone arch with multiple molded band trim surmounts
the brick arch. This stone arch in turn forms the bottom of

a large stone panel, rectilinear except for this bottom edge,
which contains a smaller plaque identifying the structure.

Atop this stone panel but recessed again to the plane of the

2 window section is the largest window in the facade, at second
story level, and consisting of three casement windows, each
2/5, which adjoin one another and are topped by a lintel of
bricks laid vertically (like the other lintels) distinguished
by a stone keystone. 1In this central entrance bay, the stone
cornice resumes at the top of the second story level (having
been interrupted by the towers). Placed between the two crenelles
which crownthis section of wall is a large stone plague which
depicts the seal of the State of Maryland. The crenelles and
parapet are again executed in brick with stone trim.

The remainder of the facade, the south tower and the two window
section and the concluding strip buttress complete the symmetrical
composition, detailed exactly like their counterparts to the north.

The South Street facade of the armory's main block is three bays
wide, framed by strip buttresses at each corner and consisting

of three 2/5 casement windows on first story level and three

2/3 casement windows at basement level. These are separated by

a stone watertable treated exactly as it is in the front facade,
with this stone strip recessed below each first floor window to
form the sills of these windows. Above these three windows are

two windows at second story level which are placed above the un-
fenestrated portion of wall below; these two windows, characterized
by heavy, protruding stone sills, are topped by the same horizontal,
flat-arched brick lintels. The whole composition is unified by

a stone dentilled cornice which like the watertable breaks forward
to accommodate the projecting buttresses. The roofline is dis-
tinguished by stone caps on the buttresses and two pairs of crenelles
with stone coping flanking a wider central portion of wall contain-
ing a rectangular stone panel.

Adjacent to and to the east of this section is the one story
portion of the facade which masks the gymnasium space; its roofline
meets the crenellated section just below the cornice. The appended
section is twelve bays in length consisting of 3/5 casement

windows at first floor level. 8Six brick piers, each with three
setbacks, occur every 2 windows along the length of this elevation.
Each window is characterized by projecting brick sills and flush,
flat arch brick lintels. The brickwork on this facade is common
bond with six courses of all-stretchers between single courses of
all-headers. Beyond this series of windows and brick piers is

a recessed section of wall with a foundation level entrance.
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The cornice of the longitudinal elevations of the armory is
characterized by brick dentils (3 headers wide) enlivening the
frieze (8 dentils between each pier) between two courses of
bricks below the eaves and three rows of corbelling, one course
wide.

The rear facade of the building is tripartite with identical
flanking end bays, containing double doorways at first story
level accessible via a flight of ten steps, and at second story
level 2/5 casement windows. All of these apertures are topped
by flat arch brick lintels and the windows possess projecting
stone sills. Simple brick pilasters project at the inside boundaries
of these two bays framing the central section which is articulated
by a single 5/4 casement window with projecting brick sill located
midway between lst and 2nd story levels. A brick watertable
separates this level from the two 3-pane horizontal strip windows
on foundation level which have brick sills and abut the water-
table along their top edge.

The north longitudinal elevation is identical to the south one
“described above except for a small shed addition at the east end
in place of a basement entrance.
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
~ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING ——LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOQLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW ——SCIENCE
—1500-1599 -~AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—-1600-1698 XXARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION _BMILITARY — SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART ——ENGINEERING ——MUSIC _ THEATER
—1800-1899 ~  _COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
'X‘ 900- ‘ ;_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1927 ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . . -~ .. .oo0 o070 T T oo o0 ooy 8
The Easton Armory was built in 1927 and served as an armory until
acquisition by Department of Watural Resources. DNR moved its
eastern regional headquarters for the Natural Resources police inon 3
February 1976. (The eastern region includes all Eastern shore
counties from Cecil to Worcester.)

The building continues to be used annually by the organization
Ducks Unlimited for Easton's Waterfowl Festival, and DNR conducts
hunter safety courses in the structure.
“ agides these community functions, this building is an integral,
=diaevalizing member of the historic town of Easton and will be
incorporated in the proposed Easton historic district.

Recommendation: (Continue preésent usage
Natural Resource police facility.

of bﬁilding by¢DN§“as

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE , COUNTY ’
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME /TITLE -
Ellen K. Coxe, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust Septenber 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
21 State Circle Shaw House 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis ‘ Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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